An in vivo method for recording single unit activity in lumbar spinal cord in mice anesthetized with a volatile anesthetic.
We describe a method to record single unit neuronal activity from mouse spinal cord using volatile anesthesia. The small size of the mouse can complicate usual methods that are used for single-unit recording in rats, but simple modifications can significantly increase the number of successful recordings. Stabilization of the vertebral column is particularly important, as are adequate ventilation of the animal, control of body temperature and accurate determination of anesthetic concentrations in respiratory gas samples.